{Read before the Dundee Medical Society.)
The researches of Professor Polli on the antiseptic powers of the sulphites, have induced many to put these powers to the test in their treatment of disease.
Professor Polli found that the anticatalytic power of sulphurous acid was also possessed by its compounds the sulphites and hyposulphites. He found that these salts could be taken by animals in large doses with impunity. He took some blood from a dog which had been taking the sulphite in its food for some days previously, and exposed it in an open vessel to the air; and at the same time he exposed, in another vessel, some blood taken from a dog which had not had the sulphite; the latter became quite putrid in a few days, while the former remained fresh above three weeks, thus proving the presence of the sulphite in the blood, and its power of resisting putrefaction. In a further stage of his researches, he took two dogs of about the same size, and both apparently in good health; to the one he gave two grammes of sulphite of soda daily, to the other none; otherwise they were treated alike. After five days he injected into the veins of both one gramme of pus from a foetid abscess. Both dogs suffered severely for about twenty-four hours, but next day were a little better, and took some food. The injection was then repeated to both dogs, the sulphite being continued to the first. Both again suffered for a short time with equal severity, but the dog which had been treated with the sulphite gradually recovered, while the other continued to get worse, and died ten days after the second injection. 
